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Abstract 
As pointed out by Taavitsainen (2001: 141), we assume that genres or text types involve particular codifications of linguistic 
features and, in consequence, the choice of a given genre or text type affects the set of grammatical choices. Following the trend 
initiated by  (1988) multidimensional analysis of textual variation, we aim at describing genres (or, better, text types) by 
paying attention to exclusively grammatical features. In this paper we are concerned with the connection between word order and 
genre, and focus on the arquitecture of the clause in a number of genres. More specifically, we analyse a representative number 
of clauses and classify them according to the syntactic design of their main syntactic elements. The taxonomy includes unmarked 
subject-verb-complement word order and, among the wide range of marked structural choices, we focus on those affecting the 
thematic component of the clause and involving the topicalisation of complements, the topicalisation of adjuncts and the left-
dislocation of a major constituent. The examples belong to a number of genres, namely biography, diary, drama, education, 
fiction, handbook, history, law, letters, philosophy, science, sermon, travelogue and trials. We reach the following conclusions: 
(i) left-dislocation constitutes a feature of non-speech-based genres; (ii) the topicalisation of complements was associated with 
non-iconic/situational genres and becomes statistically more unmarked in the course of time; and (iii) the topicalisation of 
adjuncts is an unmarked syntactic strategy in the recent history of English. The data also pave the way for the so-called 
 of the genres since, as Biber and Finegan (1988: 3) point out,  some genre categories, greater linguistic 
differences exist among texts within the categories than across  
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1. Introduction 
Assuming that genres or text types must be understood as codifications of linguistic features (Taavitsainen, 2001: 
141), the choice of a given genre or text type may be taken to affect the set of grammatical choices made in the text. 
Following the trend initiated by  (1988) multidimensional mutifactorial analysis of textual variation, as well 
as Dorgeloch and  (2010) distinction between text types, genres and styles, the present study aims at 
describing genres (or, better, text types) by paying attention to exclusively grammatical features. As explained by 
Virtanen (2010: 57), text-types  relate to the form that [discourse functions] will take through aggregates of 
linguistic exponents of the particular text strategies that are associated with  Considering genre variation as 
language variation  the limits of semantic  (Dorgeloch and Wanner, 2010: 8), syntax appears to 
be a promising area of study, and morphosyntactic form seems to constitute  prior condition for reasoning about 
 (Dorgeloch and Wanner, 2010: 9). 
Our study is concerned with the connection between word order and genre, and focuses on the architecture of the 
clause in a number of text-types. More specifically, our main aim is to investigate linearisation phenomena in 
sentence-initial clausal position, which in  (2004: 12) words,  a rich source of discourse 
meanings precisely because of its cognitive relevance for our processing capacities and memory  With 
such an aim, a representative number of clauses have been analysed and classified according to the syntactic design 
of their main syntactic elements. The taxonomy includes unmarked subject-verb-complement word order and, 
among the wide range of marked structural choices, we have concentrated on those affecting the thematic component 
of the clause and involving the topicalisation of complements (for instance, of the object (1)), the topicalisation of 
adjuncts (of an adverbial in (2)) or the left-dislocation of a major constituent (of the subject in (3)). 
 
(1) The Places of these two Stars I have not yet observed. (1724) 
(2) When he repeats the syntax, I see no great reason for mandating the Latin half of the page. (1743) 
(3)  (...) these abscessions that bee seated in the stronge parts of the body, and because they are not yet olde and inueterate, hauing a thin 
(^Cystis^) that couereth them: these are to be appeased and consumed (1602) 
 
The perspective adopted in the study is quantitative, in opposition to, for instance, the qualitative scrutiny of 
sentence openers in narrative texts done by Virtanen (2010) or Kr s (2010) qualitative analysis of the so-called 
immediate-observer effect function, which focuses on sentence initial locatives in inversion constructions. 
2. Topicalisation (TOP) 
The theoretical assumptions underlying our analysis of TOP, illustrated here in (4) below, are based on  
(2004: 80 82) premises that starting points and sentence-initial constituents  assumed to be light, small in size 
and consist of given  The reason for this is based on the fact that the  main inferencing efforts 
are not expected to take place until later in the sentence. Besides this, elements on the threshold of the sentence 
contribute to the  anticipation of what is to come by pinpointing  the sentence is about and how it 
relates to the discourse  Thus, for instance, in the case of sentence-initial adverbials, one may attest their 
tendency to form chains of makers that serve the twofold objective of creating coherence, on the one hand, and 
signaling text segmentation, on the other.  
 
(4) That I had received such from Edward also I need not mention; (AUSTEN-180X,187.621) [TOP] 
 
Two possible functions were ascribed to TOP in our study, which will be useful for the characterisation of this 
construction according to our data. On the one hand, TOP helps to provoke in the receiver the inference that  
entity represented by the initial NP stands in a salient partially-ordered set relation to some entity or entities already 
evoked in the discourse-  (Prince, 1981: 128). Likewise, TOP makes the set-membership of the leftmost NP 
explicit whenever the entity evoked by such NP  an element of some salient  (Prince, 1981: 128). This 
second function of TOP will be later presented as identical to the so-called  one of left-dislocation. 
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3. Left dislocation (LFD) 
When referring to LFD, reference should be made to its simplifying role in that it helps minimise discourse 
processing and reduce the  processing effort. LFD helps remove  Discourse-new entity from a position in 
the clause which favors Discourse-old entities, replacing it with a Discourse-old entity (i.e. a  (Prince, 
1997: 138-39). This simplification may be achieved by: 
 making/introducing a new topic into discourse (Gundel, 1985; Geluykens, 1992) 
 marking a new information-unit (Halliday, 1967) 
 marking contrast (Chafe, 1976; Geluykens, 1992). 
As mentioned above, poset LFD helps  an inference that the entity represented by the initial NP stands in 
a salient partially-ordered set relation to some entities already in the discourse-  (Prince, 1997: 138-39). 
Finally, there is the possibility to consider LFD as a resumptive-pronoun, a  grammatical device that helps 
 an island violation, [and] can be understood as having meta-sentential function, enabling the completion of 
a sentence that would otherwise be disallowed by the sentence  (Prince, 1997: 138-39). 
 
(5) a  *?My copy of Anttilai I  know who has [ei]. 
(5) b My copy of Anttilai I  know who has iti. 
4. The data 
Intending to investigate variation in language, three periods were explored: Middle English, Early-Modern 
English and Late-Modern English. For Middle English (ME; 1150 1500), the data under analysis come from the 
second edition of the Penn-Helsinki Parsed Corpus of Middle English or PPCME2; 1,155,965 words from the 
Helsinki Corpus of English Texts, with certain additions and deletions (see Kroch and Taylor, 2000). For Early 
Modern English (EModE; 1500 1710), we took data from the Penn-Helsinki Parsed Corpus of Early Modern 
English or PPCEME; 1,737,853 words from the Helsinki directories of the Penn-Helsinki Parsed Corpus of Early 
Modern English, plus two supplements (see Kroch et al., 2004). Finally, for (Late) Modern English (LModE; 1700
1914), the data analysed come from the Penn Parsed Corpus of Modern British English or PPCMBE; 948,895 words 
(see Kroch et al., 2010). 
This selection of data provided us with language taken from parsed corpora, with (almost) identical parsing 
conventions and (.psd) files which were parsed using a Principle-and-Parameters-conformant tagset. In turn, this 
allowed us to search and retrieve examples by means of CorpusSearch, although a(n extensive) manual revision was 
necessary. Examples (6) (24 ) below illustrate the various types of constructions analysed in the study: 
 
(6)  He that beleeueth on me, as the Scripture hath saide, out of his belly shall flow riuers of liuing water. (AUTHNEW-E2-H,VII,20J.945) 
[NP LFD, Specifier his as resumptive] 
(7)  Simon, beinge a child of six yers old, his father loved him above all the reste, (FORMAN-E2-H,3.28) [shared LFD?] 
(8)  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and euill, thou shalt not eate of it: (AUTHOLD-E2-H,II,1G.155) [LFD of PP] 
(9)  but if it worke vpon it selfe, as the Spider worketh his webbe, then it is endlesse, (BACON-E2-H,1,20R.49) [LFD of PP/AdvP] 
(10) and though he  only the name of a slave, and had nothing of the toil and labour of one, yet that was sufficient to render him 
uneasy; (BEHN-E3-H,193.231) [LFD of PP/AdvP] 
(11) And as these Languages ought to be well understood, so they  be  in as short a Time as may be. (ANON-1711,3.6) [LFD of 
PP/AdvP] 
(12) That false Locks as they call them of some Hair, being by curling or otherwise brought to a certain degree of driness, or of stiffness, will 
be attracted by the flesh of some persons, or seem to apply themselves to it, as Hair is wont to do to Amber or Jet excited by rubbing. Of 
this I had a Proof in such Locks worn by two very Fair Ladies that you know. (BOYLE-E3-H,27E.93) [LFD of that-clause] 
(13) That this War has been  and that Acts of Hostilities have been committed by the Prisoner, I $do  doubt but that it has been 
sufficiently proved to you, Gentlemen of the Jury; (TOWNLEY-1746,31.236) [LFD of that-clause] 
(14) This and many good deedes he did to diuers. (ARMIN-E2-H,43.295) [TOP of direct object]  
(15) male and female created he them. (ERV-OLD 1885,1,20G.66) [TOP of subject predicative] 
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(16) That I had received such from Edward also I need not mention; (AUSTEN-180X,187.621) [TOP of that-clause] 
(17) They had a hamper and were independent of stoppages for provision, he informed her. (MEREDITH-1895,19,157.529) [TOP of that-
clause] 
(18) In the inward Frame the various Passions, Appetites, Affections, stand in different Respects to each other. (BUTLER-1726,235.69) [TOP 
of adverbial complement] 
(19) To them may be applied what St. James says on a like occasion; (BURTON-1762,2,5.116) [TOP of prepositional complement] 
(20) Of the  very few correspond to their derivation. (BAIN-1878,375.248) [TOP of subject dependent] 
(21) If with an adjective, it must either be an adjective in the neuter gender without substantive, or verbal adjectives, &c. (BARCLAY-
1743,96.301) [TOP of PP/AdvP adjunct] 
(22) When he repeats the syntax, I see no great reason for mandating the Latin half of the page. (BARCLAY-1743,97.305) [TOP of PP/AdvP 
adjunct]  
(23) Because he humbleth himself before me, I will not bring the evil in his days; (BURTON-1762,2,15.238) [TOP of PP/AdvP adjunct] 
(24) After that a childe is come to seuen yeres of age, I holde it expedient that he be taken from the company of women: (ELYOT-E1-
H,23.27) [TOP of PP/AdvP adjunct] 
 
The text-types included in the study are: biography, diary, drama, education, fiction, handbook, history, law, 
letters, philosophy, science, sermon, religious treatises, travelogue, trials and romance. Texts belonging to the Bible 
(and fiction only in ME) genre were excluded from the analysis, given their peculiar characterising features. As 
regards the size of the samples, Table 1 below displays the word count of those considered. 
Table 1. The database. 
 LFD TOPcompl TOPadj clauses 
PPCME2 1,638 1,878 21,966 74,092 
PPCEME 575 359 7,256 34,896 
PPCMBE 369 352 9,839 60,100 
Total  2,582 2,589 39,061 169,088 
4.1. A preliminary analysis 
The first conspicuous finding is that the frequencies obtained in the analysis of the corpus give support to the 
distinction TOPcompl/TOPadj. The graphs in Figure 1 illustrate the distribution of the three thematic constructions 
across the periods under analysis by means of the normalised frequencies per 1,000 clauses, evincing the clearly 
distinct behavior of the two types of TOP and the similar distributions of LFD and TOPcompl: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 1. (a) ME; (b) EModE; (c) LModE. 
If we focus on how the distribution of these marked constructions evolved in the course of time, here reflected in 
Figure 2 below, the first thing we observe is the statistically significant decrease that all of them experienced from 
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ME to LModE. While TOPadj turns out to be very frequent (from approx. 300 to 175 per 1,000 clauses), TOPcompl is 
a rare construction which accounts for only approximately 23 clauses/1,000 clauses in ME, becoming 9 5/1,000 
clauses in the course of time. This makes TOPcompl even less frequent than LFD in LModE, which accounts for 
approximately 20 25 out of 1,000 clauses in ME/EModE and 7 clauses in LModE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 2. General proportions of LFD, TOPcompl and TOPadj in the database (normalised resultes /1,000 clauses). 
4.2. Diachronic approach to LFD 
Figure 3 below displays the results obtained when focusing on the distribution of LFD across the genres 
considered. In ME, genres such as biography, romance, travelogue, which may be assumed to exhibit a higher 
degree of involvement, contain fewer examples of LFD. This applies also to history, whose style at the time was 
more involved than in Modern English times. By contrast, less involved text-types (law, philosophy, religious 
treatises, handbooks) contain more examples of LFD. Unexpectedly, despite being, at least in principle, involved 
and speech-based texts, sermons behave as the less involved genres in terms of frequency of LFD. 
 
Fig. 3. LFD per genre, (a) ME; (b) EModE; (c) LModE. 
 seems to be the factor underlying the distribution of LFD during the EModE period. Thus, as 
Figure 2 illustrates, the more speech-based the text-type, the lower the frequency of LFD. The frequencies attested 
in diaries, drama, trials, travelogue, fiction and letters are noticeably lower than those found in history, education, 
philosophy, biography, handbook, science and law (the latter displaying a remarkably high frequency of LFD). Once 
more, sermons appear as an exception, displaying a relatively high frequency of LFD despite their being rather 
speechy. 
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Interestingly enough, these findings (that less speech-based genres contain more examples of LFD) go against the 
(assumed) conversational character of LFD, which, according to Biber et al. (1999), is almost exclusively a 
conversational feature, together with right dislocation. For them, both LFD and right dislocation 
 
are well suited to the needs of conversation. Rather than integrating all the information in the core of the clause, 
the speaker separates out crucial bits of information which are then attached more loosely to the clause, at the 
same time as co-referent pronoun in the core of the clause indicates how the preface or the tag is related to the 
main proposition. (...) Prefaces [our LFDs] are a sign of the evolving nature of conversation. (Biber et al., 1999: 
957 958). 
 
In the LModE period the relative proportions of LFD are rather similar to those attested in EModE, as Figure 3 
above evinces. Once more, speechiness seems to be the factor determining the distribution of LFD during this 
period. Sermons remain an exception. 
4.3. Diachronic approach to TOPcompl 
The distribution of TOPcompl in our corpus is rather different from that of LFD. Observing the results obtained for 
the ME period and trying to find an explanation for the distribution of this construction across genres, no plausible 
explanation seems to come from the observance of dichotomies such as narrative vs. expository text-types, written 
vs. speech-based text-types, formal vs. informal text-types or dialogic vs. monologic text-types. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 4. TOPcompl per genre, (a) ME; (b) EModE; (c) LModE. 
Style seems to be the key aspect here. Thus, the dichotomy unmarked narrative/expository style vs. 
emotional/iconic style seems to help us explain the different frequencies of TOPcompl attested across genres. Fewer 
cases of TOPcompl were found in text-types such as history, philosophy, handbooks or travelogue, which are 
characterised by a narrative or expository style, while text-types such as biography, religious treatises, sermons, 
romance or biography, with their possibly emotional and iconic style, display higher frequencies of TOPcompl. Law 
represents an exception here, given its narrative style and the high frequency of TOPcompl attested in this text-type. 
Style may be also the explanatory factor in the distribution of TOPcompl through text-types in the EModE period. 
Quite surprisingly, however, the tendency mentioned for the ME period is reversed: fewer cases of TOPcompl are 
found in those text-types with an emotional/iconic style (e.g. sermons, drama, or even trials, where situational 
elements were introduced by that time), while the lack of emotional strategies that characterizes history, philosophy, 
biography, education, science and law favour the occurrence of the thematic construction. Once more, exceptions 
appear; in this case, letters and fiction display significant frequencies of TOPcompl even if they can be described as 
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emotional genres. 
Finally, Figure 4 above shows a striking difference between most genres and sermons and philosophy in the 
LModE period. What we may infer from the graphs is that TOPcompl was unmarked as far as genre distribution is 
concerned during the LModE period (the normalised frequencies range from 2 to 5 per 1,000 clauses in most 
genres). This general tendency is broken by the relatively high frequency (10 14/1,000 clauses) attested in sermons 
(speech-based, monologic, formal~informal) and philosophy (written, formal). Nevertheless, caution is needed in 
order to explain this disruption of the general tendency, especially because only 2 philosophy texts and 6 sermons 
were included in the corpus and more data is needed. 
4.4. Diachronic approach to TOPadj 
The case of TOPadj is different in that its distribution across time is unmarked as far as frequency and genre 
productivity are concerned. Figure 5 below illustrates this lack of markedness. What we observe in the three graphs 
is that all genres seem to be affected by the usage of TOPadj. 
 
Fig. 5. TOPadj per genre, (a) ME; (b) EModE; (c) LModE. 
5. Concluding remarks 
The findings obtained in this study support the need to characterise genres as hybrid, at least from the perspective 
of their linguistic nature. The hybridity of genres attested here comes to be in line with Biber and  (1988: 
3) claim that  some genre categories, greater linguistic differences exist among texts within the categories than 
across  or  (2010: 58) explanation that  are seldom unitype; text types usually appear in 
embedded hybridized forms, resulting in multiple  Using  own words,  and the same text type 
can be put to use in very different genres, and one and the same genre easily manifests texts that can be related to 
very different  (2010: 76). 
Even though on not few occasions the linguistic status of the genres has shown to be heterogeneous, this study 
has conferred support to the plausibility of using linguistic mechanisms in order to characterise genres or text-types. 
Briefly, certain tendencies have been detected: (i) unexpectedly, LFD turned out to be a characterising feature of 
non-speech-based/non-involved genres; (ii) TOPcompl in ME and EModE seemed to be connected to the drift from 
iconic/emotional to more expository/narrative genres, while in LModE it proved to be a statistically unmarked 
construction, with its subsequent homogeneous productivity across genres; and (iii) TOPadj displayed an irregular 
distribution across genres throughout the period analysed, which led us to describe it as an unmarked syntactic 
strategy in all the periods. 
For further research, we would like to pay attention to the following issues: 
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 linearisation in sentence-final (focusing) positions in contexts of, for example, subject-verb inversion (Here 
comes the postman), subject extraposition (It is clear that the postman comes here vs. That the postman comes 
here is clear) or right dislocation (He comes next, the postman). 
 analysis of Present-Day English data in an attempt to corroborate or reject the results in this study 
 a more rigorous joint statistical treatment of some genres. 
Appendix. Raw distributions of LFD, TOPcompl and TOPadj 
 
Middle English freq /1,000 cls 
LFD TOPcompl TOPadj 
biography 15,11 34,62 191,13 
handbook 16,65 11,10 141,55 
history 9,25 13,26 300,14 
law 30,70 38,28 259,17 
philosophy 44,18 16,83 375,88 
religious treat. 29,32 31,95 282,88 
romance 5,76 17,10 397,66 
sermons 29,05 31,57 292,76 
travelogue 14,79 15,09 398,91 
mean 21,65 23,31 293,34 
 
 
Early Modern English freq /1,000 cls 
LFD TOPcompl TOPadj 
biography 30,33 13,31 336,54 
diary 4,07 5,63 234,43 
drama 4,18 8,12 108,54 
education 24,29 10,05 283,08 
fiction 8,77 10,96 207,89 
handbook 33,44 7,17 210,70 
history 19,55 17,46 291,90 
law 91,65 8,15 140,53 
letters 14,65 8,99 174,10 
philosophy 26,20 16,16 220,18 
science 41,50 9,94 286,38 
sermon 32,95 6,71 249,54 
travelogue 6,47 5,55 304,99 
trials 6,28 4,63 169,14 
mean 24,59 9,49 229,85 
 
 
  
390   Ana Elina Martínez-Insua and Javier Pérez-Guerra /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  95 ( 2013 )  382 – 390 
Late Modern English freq /1,000 cls 
LFD TOPcompl TOPadj 
biography 4,34 3,67 197,80 
diary 1,61 5,37 128,22 
drama 1,84 2,61 96,07 
education 8,97 5,12 251,68 
fiction 5,99 5,99 168,98 
handbook 6,87 5,62 252,81 
history 5,29 4,70 213,76 
law 11,94 3,47 98,96 
letters 2,42 3,70 120,89 
philosophy 16,27 15,18 295,01 
science 3,49 2,33 194,28 
sermon 29,07 10,65 210,89 
travelogue 1,13 4,75 181,72 
trials 1,85 4,51 78,14 
mean 7,22 5,55 177,80 
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